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PREAMBLE

This report specifically relates to the Indigenous and non-Indigenous heritage resource
within and in proximity to the Project Area (refer Table 1.1 and Figure 1.1 of
Constraints Identification and Preferred Corridor Report, URS 2009), providing first the
background settings for each, register search results, predictive modelling where
appropriate and provision of recommendations to assist TransGrid in selecting a
preferred corridor for the Tenterfield to Dumaresq portion (also referred to as the Study
Area west) and identification of potential constraints for the expansion of the existing
Lismore to Tenterfield easement (also referred to as the Study Area east). A series of
possible ETL corridor components for the Study Area west (Figure 1) are considered in
light of the results of the desktop heritage assessment as an aid to determination of a
final corridor and subsequently an easement within this.

The usual introductory chapters have been omitted from this report, as they have been
provided in greater detail and clarity in the Constraints Identification and Preferred
Corridor Report (URS 2009) relating to the corridor selection and constraints
identification process for the Dumaresq-Lismore 330 kV Electricity Transmission Line
(ETL, also referred to as the Project Area). To this end, this document should be seen as
an appendix to the URS 2009 report.

This report documents a preliminary desktop assessment relating to European and
Aboriginal heritage and no field survey has been undertaken to test the predictive model.
This methodology does not enable full heritage characterisation for each corridor option
and it must be noted there will be heritage sites of various types and levels of
significance along all corridor options.

1. ABORIGINAL HERITAGE

1.1 Aboriginal Community Involvement

The study corridors fall within the boundaries of the Moombahlene, Jubullum, Casino
and Ngullingah Local Aboriginal Land Councils (LALC’s).

Consultation has been initiated for the project according to the Guidelines for Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment and Community Consultation (DEC 2005) which
refers back to the Interim Community Consultation Guidelines (ICCG’s). These
guidelines define a three stage process for the identification of potential Aboriginal
community stakeholders and for ongoing consultation (DEC 2005). It is these stages that
are referred to throughout the remainder of this chapter. In accordance with Stage 1 of
these guidelines, advertisements seeking expressions of interest from Aboriginal
community organisations or individuals were placed in the Tenterfield, Casino and
Lismore local papers. Stage 1 notification letters were also issued to Aboriginal groups
or individuals known to have an interest in Aboriginal heritage within the study area and
to all government agencies, councils etc. as required. As a result of the Stage 1 ICCG
notification phase, eleven groups and two individuals (total 13) were identified and now
form the Registered Stakeholder group. The Stage 1 letters also provided a basic
introduction to the project and general community meetings about the project have been
held by the Proponent in the Tenterfield area.
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Stage 2 letters describing the methods to be employed for the archaeological assessment
and asking for any project specific cultural information have also now been issued to all
Registered Stakeholders, with a 21 day response time. It was offered that if stakeholders
have knowledge of cultural heritage information that they would like considered in the
assessment, then OzArk would arrange meetings on an ‘as needs’ basis. To date the only
responses to the methods letters have revolved around service provision for the
archaeological assessment (issues to do with insurance, being fit for work and daily
rates). There is nonetheless potential that additional cultural information may be offered
during the life of the project as the survey progresses and relationships with the
Registered Stakeholders are built.

1.2 Ethnohistoric sources of past Aboriginal culture

In prehistoric times the Lismore–Dumaresq Project Area was occupied by peoples
belonging to several tribal / linguistic groups. Mapping of the territory of these groups
has been undertaken by both Tindale (1974) and Horton (1996), with that of Horton
appearing to condense the smaller tribal groups into broader linguistic classifications.
The very eastern part of the ETL, in the Lismore area and as far west as Casino, was
occupied by the Arakwal. To the south and west were the Badjalang or Bundjalung who
occupied a territory of around 2300 square kilometres south of Casino and as far west as
Tabulum / Baryugil. It is noted in Tindale’s catalogue that Rankin records a strong break
in language between this tribe and the Arakwal. West again is the Jukambal which are
seen to occupy the land around Tenterfield, with the Kambuwal group further to the
west.

The Bundjalung people are known to have had their own travel routes in the region,
usually along defined pathways linked by rivers from the coast to the plateau. On
occasion they would navigate up to 500 kilometres to the Bunya Mountains to cut the
bunya nut cones which flowered every three years. They camped and ate the nuts and
held corroborees at night, providing opportunities to trade both goods and culture with
neighbouring tribes. Low-gradient ridgelines provide natural topographic access routes
inland from the coast and both ethnographic and archaeological evidence testifies to use
of such ridgelines by Gumbaingirr (an adjacent tribal language group) transit groups
(Collins 1994, 2002). Movement beyond local territories was undertaken by pre-
arrangement with adjoining groups in order to meet widespread social and ceremonial
obligations (Chevally 1946; Belshaw 1978). McBryde refers to literature describing the
use of stone axes to catch possums and Wyndham (1889: 37) recalls a ceremonial
gathering on the western fall of the Tablelands where four tribes were present.

Oxley (1818) and Cunningham (1827) were the first explores who documented contact
between Aboriginal tribes and Europeans in the New England Region (McBryde 1974:
1). The information on Aboriginal life and culture is often fragmentary, sometimes
contradictory and requires critical sifting, as it often reveals more about the thoughts of
nineteenth century Europeans than of Aboriginal culture.

Early relations were described as friendly and the ‘natives’ were reported to be shy, but
generally willing to guide the newcomers and assist with the collection of food, water
and firewood (Campbell 1978: 7). Although in the early 1800’s European penetration
into the northeast coastal area remained limited to explorers, escaped convicts and
wood-getters, this situation changed rapidly from the 1830’s, with the northern push of
the pastoral industry (Navin Officer 1998: 7-1). An early settler, Perry, describes the
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Indigenous landscape as he perceived it in 1839, recording observed material culture
including nets and bags of plant and animal fibre; tools made from bone, stone and wood
and including wooden spears, clubs, paddy-melon sticks, boomerangs and shields; stone
axes and flint knives, as well as scrapers and knives of shell and glass (McBryde 1974:
10).

Variations in the interpretation of population numbers were significant from the
available ethnohistoric reports. During exploration of the Clarence / Richmond district in
1843, Oliver Fry estimated the number of Aboriginals in the area to be about 2000,
whilst the area between Tenterfield and the coast, could support 1-2 people km2 along
the river systems (McBryde 1974). While Aboriginal people were certainly present in
the coastal hinterland, historical accounts suggest low population numbers in
comparison to the coast. At Karangi, 100 km south of Lismore, for example, there were
few Aborigines (Kelly 1987), although many passed through “on their way to
somewhere else” (Secomb 1986: 46).

Aboriginal land use patterns were substantially modified in the decades following
European settlement, as traditional lands were alienated and freedom to move through
the country was progressively restricted. A ten year period of violent clashes resulted but
by 1841, those Aboriginals who had not been captivated by the white man’s way, had
retreated into the gorge districts on the edges of the New England Tableland (Campbell
1978:10) or to gazetted reserves such as the Bora Ridge Aboriginal Reserve in the
Richmond Valley (Gardiner 2007).

Despite a serious decline in population numbers caused by introduced diseases (England
1976: 47) and the massive changes brought about by European settlement, many local
Aborigines were able to maintain traditional knowledge of and associations with the
area.

Mathews (1896: 135) records that ceremonies were of great importance, providing the
forum for the connection between groups – Daingatti Keeparra (sic) and Gamilaroi Bora
(sic) ceremonies. Wyndham (1889: 37) states that the last Boora (sic), an initiation of
young men, was held on the western fall of the New England. Both men and women
attended the ceremony but each had their own special areas after the initial meeting of
the groups.

Specifically relating to the current Project Area, ethnographic accounts of the
importance of Woolool Wooloolni, Wellington’s Lookout (located north of corridor
component C9) was recorded by J.R Sommerland in 1968 and its’ significance
documented by Creamer in 1978. Dick Donnelly, an Aboriginal living on Rocky River
is recorded to have said:

A whole big mob of them used to sing, old timers...That’s the rock, wujun
(cleaver?) – they were sitting on top of one another (the rocks). Well that’s
my father’s worship place, jurraveel see. Well them two rocks, we named
them wujun and my father worshipped there and no-one could go there
because he owned that property. If you did go there you were breaking the
Aborigine’s law by doing things you shouldn’t do. You mustn’t go to other
peoples’ jurraveel., worship places you see? (Creamer 1978).
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including middens, quarry sites and rock shelters along the Clarence River and its
associated tributaries. Excavations in one rockshelter at Seelands dated the basal
deposits at 6,400±300 BP, which remains the oldest date for occupation of the northern
NSW coast. Here, stone tools relating to the “core and flake artefact tradition, dominated
by unifacial pebble tools” were recorded, being succeeded by ground edge artefacts and
a variety of smaller artefacts types, including backed blades (Haglund 1985: 2).

Also focussed along the mid-north NSW coast are a series of surveys completed in the
mid 90’s for the Coffs Harbour / Grafton regional water supply. Over 150 sites were
recorded as a result of these assessments including open camp sites, scarred trees, a large
axe quarry and authenticated mythological sites (Navin Officer 1994, 1996, 1997 as
reported in Navin Officer 1998).

A study by Bowdler (1983), undertaken over State forests of northern coastal NSW,
noted that there were relatively few Indigenous sites recorded in these environments, a
result interpreted as being related to survey effort / effectiveness and not providing a true
picture of Indigenous site distribution in prehistory. This interpretation was borne out by
a later survey by Navin Officer (1990).

Focussed more on the hinterland, have been several projects related to transmission line
and road infrastructure. These include the assessments for the Armidale to Koolkhan
ETL maintenance (OzArk 2006), proposed south Boambee 132kV ETL (OzArk 2007),
the upgrading of the Armidale to Coffs Harbour ETL (OzArk 2009) and Coffs Harbour
to Koolkhan ETL extending from Coffs Harbour to near Grafton (Navin Officer 1990).
This last survey recorded 56 sites (49 open camp sites, four scarred trees, four rock
shelters and three quarry sites) and five PAD’s. Conclusions of the report noted the low
number of sites on landforms adjoining the riparian corridors, i.e. along creek lines, and
the higher frequency of sites on the low ridgelines, spurs and slopes.

An archaeological investigation of a proposed transmission line between Armidale and
Queensland was undertaken by Paton in 1995, which recorded sites in proximity to
corridor component C1. This assessment and the recorded sites are discussed in Section
1.5.

Further inland, the sandstone cliffs of the Clarence-Moreton Basin, and the granites of
the New England Tablelands have given rise to numerous rock shelter sites with art and
deposits and grinding grooves being recorded along the cliff area. Creamer and Kelly
(1973-1974) undertook preliminary archaeological assessment of sites in the Tabulam
area and several of these site recordings, mainly open sites and rock shelters / caves, are
located in proximity of the Project Area and will be discussed in greater detail in Section
1.5.

Wellington’s Lookout (DECC # 03-5-0009), located 15 km northeast of Tenterfield
(also discussed above in Section 1.2) is a well known landmark important to the
Bundjalung Aborigines and has been discussed in several previous studies as
summarised in the investigation of the proposal to declare the site an Aboriginal Place
(Creamer 1978). The Boorook stone arrangements (DECC #3-5-0013) provides
evidence of the breadth of site types known for the region. This stone arrangement is
located northeast of the Study Area west within Boonoo Boonoo National Park and was
recorded by E, Quilan in 1985 after it was discovered by forestry staff. A study of the
significance of the area revealed a series of stone arrangements and a bora ring.
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Although the AHIMS is an important tool for understanding the types of sites recorded
for the local area, it is important to remember that the distribution of recorded sites
across this landscape reflects as much the pattern of development, the ad-hoc nature of
incidental recordings and factors of visibility, and cannot be interpreted as providing a
true picture of Aboriginal settlement patterns.

Table 1: Previously recorded sites within the searched area surrounding the
Project Area.

Site Type Number % Frequency
Open Camp Site 29 49.2
Modified Tree 9 15.2
Aboriginal Ceremonial and Dreaming 7 11.8
Rock shelter with Art 3 5.1
Aboriginal Resource Gathering Site 3 5.1
Burial ground 3 5.1
Rock shelter / Caves 1 1.7
Rock shelter with Deposit 1 1.7
Stone Arrangement 1 1.7
Quarry and open site 1 1.7
Ochre Quarry 1 1.7
Total 59 100

1.5.1 Local Context – Study Area west: Tenterfield to Dumaresq Sub-station

The AHIMS database search indentified forty (40) previously recorded Aboriginal sites
within proximity of the Study Corridor west between Tenterfield and Dumaresq
substation (Figures 2-4), of which eight (8) are within proposed corridor components
C1, C2, and C3 (four in C1; three in C2 and one in C3).

Review of these sites from east west shows something of the range of sites recorded and
their landform associations (where the information is available).

Three sites are located north of Tenterfield and slightly to the east (Figure 4). Although
no detailed information on these sites is available, what is clear from the search results is
that open artefact sites DECCW # 12-5-0071 and 12-5-0055 are the same site, with
identical co-ordinates and the same name – House Creek 1. Leach’s Gully site (DECCW
# 12-5-0005) is a scarred tree located about 4-5 kms due north of Tenterfield. Both these
sites are located between corridors C6 and C8.

Outlying several kms south of corridor component C4 is site DECC #12-1-0029, Mole
Station 1, which is recorded as an artefact site and was part of the Mole River dam
assessment that is discussed in greater detail below. A further three kilometres to the
west and also significantly south of corridor component C2 is site DECC #12-1-0002,
called Kaloola Bondonga, which is recorded as a Bora ground.

A series of sites (DECC #12-1-0022 - #12-1-0032, Figure 3) were recorded by Rich and
Rosen (1991) who undertook preliminary historical and archaeological survey for the
Mole River dam options. All the sites recorded were open artefact sites, although one
(#12-1-0022) was associated with a shelter with PAD. Sites of this group were in
general located on low gentle spurs adjacent to watercourses – either tributaries into
Mole River or near Mole River itself. Several sites were small open camp sites
characterised by less than 10 artefacts although visibility was an issue. Artefacts were of
quartz, grey siliceous material, dark indurated mudstone and rhyolite. The largest site
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(#12-1-0025) is located over a large area of interconnected low spurs with minor gullies
transecting them and situated between 30 and 300 m of the Mole River. Three of these
sites (#12-1-0022, 0024 and 0025)) are located within corridor component C2, all in the
vicinity of Mole River.

Nearby and slightly southwest of the Mole River sites is a burial site – Silent Grove,
Springfield (DECC #12-1-0004), well away from any of the corridor options. To the
north of the Mole River sites and located within, on the northern edge of, corridor
component C3 is a stone quarry also bearing artefacts (DECC #12-1-0004).

Moving to the west towards Bonshaw, there is a considerable gap (c. 25 kms) before a
group of twelve sites (DECC #11-3-0046 & 47 and #11-3-0061 and 0063-0071, Figure
3). These sites all appear to have been recorded by Paton in 1995 during an assessment
of the TransGrid Queensland Interconnection ETL and cluster around the southern
boundary of corridor component C1. These are all open artefact sites recorded on the
Glenoke property and from review of the site cards there is definitely some misreporting
of site coordinates. This had led to sites EL33 and EL36 being provided the same co-
ordinates when plans of the site locations (from site cards) show them to be several
kilometres from one another. The same is true for EL37 and EL38, although these do
appear to plot very close together. All these sites consist of surface scatters of stone
artefacts located on the track to ‘Gelenoke station’. The sites are all recorded as being
situated on elevated low knolls in the foothills of a range and are comprised of small
exposures along tracks that reveal low numbers of artefacts (mostly fakes) of fine-
grained volcanic materials, some quartzite and one of chert. An additional site from this
assessment (#11-3-0041) is shown north of the sub-station.

The last site requiring mention is that of #11-3-0080, which is an open camp site on the
Dumaresq River. This site was recorded in a TSR along the river, within an exposed
track used by fisherman to access the river. This site is several kilometres north and
slightly west of the Dumaresq substation and not within any corridor option.

1.5.2 Local Context: Study Area east - Lismore to Tenterfield

The AHIMS database identified 25 registered Aboriginal sites of different types
surrounding Study Corridor east. These have been plotted on Figures 5-7 and as can be
seen from these Figures, no sites appear to have been recorded within the existing 45 m
wide easement of Study Area east.

Looking from east to west (Figure 7), it is interesting to note that despite the significant
amount of development in the Lismore-Casino area, few sites have been recorded on the
AHIMS. This may reflect the early period of development of the area when sites were
not recorded or protected. The site closest to Lismore substation, Tatham Camp
(DECCW # 04-4-0125) is recorded as an Aboriginal resource gathering site and is
located a considerable distance south of the ETL. Just east of Casino is Grays Lane
Camp, also an Aboriginal resource gathering site (DECCW # 04-4-0124), likely to have
been recorded as part of the same project and located about 5 kms north of the ETL. A
suite of five sites recorded due west of Casino (DECCW # 03-6-0031-35) are all scarred
trees (called the Wooroowoolgen scarred trees) that were provided identical GPS co-
ordinates on AHIMS. These sites were apparently investigated as a result of a possible
felling of a scarred tree on a neighbouring property and in reference to the ETL are
located several kilometres to the north.
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Around 10 kms west of the Wooroowoolgen scarred trees is a loose group of six sites
(Figure 7), the eastern of which is Dyraaba Arm Piora (DECCW # 03-6-0021), a rock
shelter with art and deposit recorded in 1965 and located at least 1-2 kms north of the
ETL. A further two kms north is the site recorded as Southhampton1 (DECCW # 03-6-
0070), which is a modified (scarred/carved) tree.

Dyraaba Arm (DECCW # 03-6-0007) consists of rock engravings in two caves which
form part of a small north/south sandstone escarpment on the western side of a creek.
Dyraaba Arm Dyraaba (DECCW #03-6-0023) is a large rock engraving located about
400 m southeast of the caves. These sites were recorded by Kelly and Creamer (1973-4)
during investigations into Aboriginal sites in the Tabulam area, a project which resulted
in the recording of many sites, mainly shelter / cave sites with engravings or paintings,
burial and ceremonial grounds. At the time of their investigation Kelly and Creamer
reported no Aboriginals in the area who had any information on the actual significance
or meaning of the rock engravings.

A further 4 kms west of the Dyraaba sites lies Theresa Creek 1 (DECCW # 03-6-0057)
and Mummulgum Rock Shelter (DECCW # 03-6-0030). These sites have the same co-
ordinates on AHIMS and it is likely that they are manifestations of different aspects of the same
site. Theresa Creek 1 (which appears to be a later registration) is said to be a stone arrangement,
while Mummulgum rock shelter is noted as being recorded by Robert Lane (the same individual
who recorded the Wooroowoolgen scarred trees).

A gap of over 20 kms lies between the previously discussed sites and a group of ten sites
located on the border of the Tenterfield and Kyogle LGA’s (Figure 6). Tabulam
Njimbun Cave (DECCW # 03-6-0008) is a shelter / cave with spiritual inferences4 while
Tabulum 1 (DECCW # 03-6-0009) is noted as a burial site, recorded in 1933 at which
time the burials were exhumed (?, reason unknown), and noted to be those of two men
and a women, situated on the northeast slope of a ridge overlooking the township.
Another burial ground is recorded nearby - Tabulam Rivulet Burial Ground (DECCW #
03-6-0058) and this site is only c. 500 m south of the ETL.

Tabulum 2 (DECCW # 03-6-0017) is recorded on the register as an ochre quarry and
Yellow Creek Tabulum (DECCW # 03-6-0028) has been noted as a bora ground, located
close to the ETL along its southern boundary. Emu Creek Dingo Mob (DECCW # 03-6-
0010) is also part of the group of sites recorded by Kelly and Creamer and is also
recorded as a ceremonial / bora ring.

Old Mission Cave (DECCW # 03-6-0012) is reported to be the site of several cave
paintings whilst Three Hills 1 (DECCW # 03-6-0013) and Three Hills 2 (DECCW # 03-
6-0014) (both noted as bearing the same co-ordinates) are both described as the site of
bora rings. Information from this recording notes that a bora ground can be found on
each hill at Tabulum, all of which are significant to the locals. The final Tabulum site of
this group comprises a series of scarred trees (number unknown) (DECCW # 03-6-
0036), located farthest from the ETL to the south.

4 According to Malcolm Calley, in Mankind 1958, who wrote on "Three Bandjalang Legends" In the 1st
legend 'Bogar-bogarni' the word Njimbun has the primary meaning of 'goblin', a diminutive and
sometimes malicious spirit which inhabited the mountain (Kelly and Creamer 1973).
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Another 12 kms to the west from this group is a single scarred tree site (DECCW # 03-
5-0012, Drake Tabulum). This appears to be one of the closest of all previously recorded
sites to the ETL, being less than 200 m to the north. South of the line is site (DECCW #
03-5-0029) called Girard SF (presumable State Forest), and described as an open artefact
and resource gathering site.

Nearing Tenterfield is Wellington Rock Woolool Wooloolni (DECCW # 03-5-0029)
which has also been listed as an Aboriginal Place (1990). The significance of this site
was discussed in Section 1.2 and it is noteworthy that this site and its surrounds are
located over 2 kms north of the ETL.

1.6 Predictive Model for Aboriginal Site Location

The following predictive model is based on the predominant patterns of Aboriginal site
distribution that have their roots in theoretical archaeological models and on the more
localised results of the regional and local contexts described above.

Proximity to a permanent water supply is the primary factor appearing to determine the
location of Aboriginal campsites. In the Sydney basin, which has received much
archaeological assessment due to its rapid development, results of an integrated series of
studies including a significant excavation component, suggests a high correlation
between the permanence of a water source and the permanence and / or complexity of
the areas’ Aboriginal occupation (McDonald 1997). This was further reflected in the
lithic assemblages from sites close to permanent water, which suggested that a greater
range of activities were represented (e.g. tool use, manufacture and maintenance, food
processing and quarrying). Sites near ephemeral water sources had evidence for one-off
occupation (e.g. isolated knapping floors or tool discard), and creek junctions were also
proven to be foci for site activity, with sites frequently occurring on well-drained
elevated flats adjacent to alluvial flats. It is true that patterns have been noted as varying
when topographic and climactic conditions are different to those of the Sydney basin, for
example in the Wagga – Yass region or in the Central West of NSW. Here water is still
noted as a pre-determining factor for occupation sites, but issues such as cold drafts in
the valleys of the southeast meant that occupation sites were often off the valleys floors
and located on spur tops nearby watercourses

In the rises along either side of the Great Dividing Range, ridgelines are suggested to
provide access tracks through the rugged hinterland and from the escarpment country
down to the west of the mountains (Byrne 1982) where flats and saddles were favoured
as site locations.

In discussing the current Project Area, the 240 km length of the proposed ETL is
acknowledged to traverse the entire gamut of landform types from the well watered
undulating hinterland of Lismore to the steep slopes of the foothills of the Great
Dividing Range to the plateaux landforms around Tenterfield and finally the steep
terrain of the tablelands adjacent to the riverine corridors of the Dumaresq / Macintyre
river system and Tenterfield Creek. This landform variability means that a variety of
models have to be developed that acknowledge differences in site patterning based on
available landforms.

Using the concept of stream ordering, the following general predictions can be made
regarding the nature of sites and their location in the current Project Area:
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Occupation sites

• The area surrounding first order streams and headwaters is most likely to contain
evidence of sporadic occupation and may consist of little more than a background
scatter of artefactual material;

• In the vicinity of second order creeks, archaeological evidence may be sparse, but
may indicate focussed activity (one-off camp sites and knapping events);

• In the lower reaches of tributary creeks (third order), archaeological evidence will be
more frequent and intense, indicating more permanent or repeated occupation by
small groups and may show evidence of concentrated activities;

• On major creek lines and rivers (fourth order) more permanent and repeated
occupation may be evidenced by a more diverse stone tool assemblage indicating
greater range of lithic activities. Sites in this location may even be stratified;

• Creek junctions also provide a popular location for occupation and the size of the
confluence (in terms of stream ranking nodes) may influence the size of the site;

• Spur top locations between drainage lines are also likely to contain archaeological
evidence in the form of one-off activities, although can be home to stone
arrangements or ceremonial sites.

As open camp sites comprise around 40% of previously recorded sites this site type may
be expected to be the most common present and the location of such sites will bear
relationship to elevated well-drained landforms near water. These sites are likely to have
been impacted by European agricultural practices as landforms favoured for prehistoric
occupation were also often favoured for the European occupation or agriculture.

Isolated finds may occur anywhere, especially in disturbed locations near water sources
or on travel routes.

Modified trees

Scarred trees or trees used as Aboriginal Resource Gathering sites are likely to occur
close to creeks and rivers but may also be found further afield.

Few mature trees of an age to bear cultural scars are likely to remain in the cleared
corridor components (due to clearing / logging), although some remnant individuals may
be present, as is evidenced by the fact that modified trees comprise c. 20% of previously
recorded sites. Scarred trees may be more likely in C8 than C6 due to the apparent (from
aerial photographs) greater degree of remnant vegetation present.

Carved trees may also be present and may be associated with either Bora ground sites or
burials or as boundary markers, although it is noteworthy that carved trees as burial
markers, as opposed to marking bora grounds, is considered fairly particular to the
Kamilaroi and Wiradjuri tribal areas west and southwest of the New England (Black
1941: 13, 17).

Ceremonial sites / Bora grounds

Although sites of this category of sites are generally difficult to model (reconstruction of
prehistoric Aboriginal cultural needs is more challenging to reconstruct than those
related to everyday living and resource procurement), the AHIMS local context for the
Dumaresq to Lismore ETL does demonstrate a high number of bora grounds, around
15% of the total sites. Based on Creamer’s assessment and recordings, it would appear
that these sites are likely to occur on ridge / hill top locations can be home to stone
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arrangements or ceremonial sites (especially in the Tabulum area). Such sites may be
expected to be away from occupation sites although are less likely on significant slopes.

Burials

Human burials are usually located away from occupation sites but in areas accessible
from occupation sites. If they comprise interments then deposits are usually required to
be soft or sandy for easy digging. Around 4% of previously recorded sites are burials
sites (n=2).

One of the two burial sites is noted as being on a sloping hillside overlooking the town.
This is considered to be a somewhat unusual burial location and it is not noted if these
are prehistoric burials or burials of the contact era, which was a time in which previous
customs were sometimes abandoned. The landform of the second burial site at Tabulam
Rivulet is not described in the data available.

Rock shelter sites

These sites may occur wherever there are suitable overhangs / caves. The quality and
extent of such features will determine the nature and type of potential occupation. The
geomorphology of the New England Region including the area to the east over the Great
Dividing Ranges lends itself to the occurrence of rock shelters along deeply incised
gullies or near creek lines where sandstone is exposed and 10% of the recorded site
resource is comprised of shelter sites.

Rock shelters are considered unlikely in C1, C4, C5, C6, C8 because none of the
corridors traversed landforms in which shelter sites are likely to occur. There is
however, some potential along corridor components C2, C3 and C9.

Grinding grooves

Grinding grooves may be recorded in areas where appropriate sandstone is present,
particularly near water and are known to occur in mountain escarpment areas and close
to creeks, along sandstone creek margins. None have been previously recorded in the
Project Area.

Grinding grooves may be present along exposed sandstone ridges within C2 or C3,
although picking up the small exposed sandstone platforms that may be used for
grinding grooves is impossible at the desktop level.

Quarries

Quarries are only located where appropriate stone or ochre resources are present. Only
one ochre quarry is located within the Project Area (within C3 near the Mole River) and
modelling for these resources is not possible at the desktop level.

For the purposes of the current study, the site type definitions are presented in Appendix
3.
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Figure 1: Study Area west. Map of proposed corridor components (Dumaresq substation to Tenterfield).


