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Landscape impact 
While the landscape and visual study area includes landscapes of state and regional landscape sensitivity, 
there would be relatively low landscape impacts during construction and operation of the proposal. This is 
due to the relatively small area of direct impact, the relatively flat and open landscape requiring minimal 
landform changes, and the transmission line corridor avoiding important landscape features, such as Lake 
Victoria, dry relic lake beds, billabongs, and river crossings. Those visual impacts which have been identified 
range from low to moderate landscape impact during construction, and low landscape impact during 
operations. 

Visual impact 
Considering the length and scale of this proposal, the visual impacts are relatively low and have a relatively 
small influence. Those visual impacts which have been identified mostly having a low to moderate visual 
impact.  

These impacts include moderate adverse visual impacts during construction and operation on views within 
the vicinity of Lake Victoria, with views from Renmark Road being of low visual impact but would be 
experienced for a long duration as the proposal alignment parallels the road for several kilometres. There 
would also be low to moderate visual impact in views from the land between Renmark Road and Lake 
Victoria. This is due to the increased visual sensitivity of these locations and the importance of views to the 
sense of place of this significant cultural landscape.  

There would be low visual impacts in views from roads throughout the Mallee shrubland and rural 
landscapes during construction and operation of the proposal. This includes views from Anabranch Mail 
Road, the Silver City Highway, Pooncarie Road, and other similar roads which cross the proposal alignment in 
this area. This is due to the relatively low sensitivity of these routes and the absorption capacity of the 
landscape with taller vegetation, an undulating terrain and precedent of existing power infrastructure.  

In views from Arumpo Road, in the vicinity of the Buronga substation, there would be a moderate visual 
impact during construction and operation of the proposal. This is due to the scale of the proposed substation 
and convergence of transmission lines in this location. 

In views east of the Buronga substation, such as from the Sturt Highway, there would be a low visual impact 
during construction and operation. This is because to the proposal would replace existing transmission lines, 
resulting in an incremental increase in the size of the transmission line structures. 

Night lighting 
At night there would be a moderate adverse visual impact during construction of the proposal within the 
high sensitivity, predominantly dark landscape of the Lake Victoria cultural landscape and semi-arid plains 
landscape character area. This would be due to works extending to 7pm on a daily basis and the short 
duration when there would be lighting required along the transmission line construction areas. During 
operations this would reduce to a negligible visual impact as there would be no permanent lighting proposed 
in this area. 

There would be moderate visual impacts in some areas within the Mallee shrubland and rural landscape 
character area, where construction requires night work, night deliveries and security lighting. However, 
during operation there would be a low visual impact in areas where there would be permanent security 
lighting, such as at the Buronga substation upgrade and expansion. 

In the Murray River plains and rural landscape there would be a low visual impact during construction due to 
works extending to 7pm on a daily basis and the short duration when there would be lighting required in 
areas used for construction. During operation of the proposal there would be a negligible visual impact as 
there is no lighting proposed in this section of the proposal alignment. 
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Air traffic 
There are scenic flights over the landscape and visual study area which may have views to the proposal 
during construction and operation. While the transmission lines would create a strong linear corridor across 
the landscape, this would not change the prevailing character of views from the air. Particularly in areas to 
the east of the proposal alignment where the visual complexity of the existing landscape increases. The 
transmission line and substations are uses expected within views from the air to a working rural landscape. 
In the vicinity of Lake Victoria, the proposal alignment is located to the north of an existing road, and away 
from the main scenic aerial views to the lake. 

Cumulative landscape and visual impact 
If approved, there is the potential for a cumulative landscape and visual impact associated with this proposal 
and the Buronga solar farm during operation as these projects would both contribute to landscape character 
change and alter the amenity of local views. Any cumulative visual impact would be experienced from a small 
area and there would be an opportunity to reduce the visual impacts of the respective project through the 
implementation of screening vegetation. 
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to the bilateral assessment process that has been established between the Australian and NSW 
governments. 

The proposal is located in western NSW within the Wentworth Local Government Area (LGA), approximately 
800 kilometres west of Sydney at its nearest extent. The proposal spans between the SA/NSW border near 
Chowilla and Buronga and the NSW/Victoria border at Monak, near Red Cliffs. It traverses around 160 
kilometres in total. 

1.3. Key proposal features 
The key components of the proposal include: 

- a new 330 kilovolt (kV) double circuit transmission line and associated infrastructure, extending around
135 kilometres between the SA/NSW border near Chowilla and the existing Buronga substation

- an upgrade of the existing 24 kilometre long 220kV single circuit transmission line between the Buronga
substation and the NSW/Victoria border at Monak (near Red Cliffs, Victoria) to a 220kV double circuit
transmission line, and the decommissioning of the 220kV single circuit transmission line (known as Line
0X1)

- a significant upgrade and expansion of the existing Buronga substation to a combined operating voltage
220kV/330kV

- new and/or upgrade of access tracks as required

- a minor realignment of the existing 220kV transmission line, in proximity to the Darling River

- ancillary works required to facilitate the construction of the proposal (e.g. laydown and staging areas,
concrete batching plants, brake/winch sites, site offices and accommodation camps).

An overview of the proposal is provided in Figure 1-2. The final alignment and easement of the transmission 
line would be confirmed during detailed design and would be located within the transmission line corridor as 
shown in Figure 1-2. 

Subject to approval, construction of the proposal would commence in mid-2021. The construction of the 
transmission lines would take approximately 18 months. The Buronga substation upgrade and expansion 
would be delivered in two components and would be initially operational by �š�Z�������v�����}�(��202�î, with site 
decommissioning and rehabilitation to be completed by �u�]���r202�ð. 

The final construction program would be confirmed during detailed design. 

The proposal is further described in Chapter 5 and Chapter 6 of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 

1.4. Proposal need 
The proposal is required to complete the missing transmission link between the SA and NSW transmission 
networks. The upgrade to the existing transmission line between Buronga and Red Cliffs would also enhance 
the capacity of the network to provide electricity between NSW and Victoria. 

This connection would relieve system constraints and allow for NSW, SA and Victorian consumers to benefit 
from significant amounts of low-cost, large-scale solar generation in south-west NSW. The proposal is an 
essential component of EnergyConnect. 
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FIGURE 1-2 OVERVIEW OF THE PROPOSAL 































































































































https://www.mdba.gov.au/sites/default/files/pubs/lake%20victoria%20cultural%20landscape%20plan%20of%20management%202019.pdf
https://www.mdba.gov.au/sites/default/files/pubs/lake%20victoria%20cultural%20landscape%20plan%20of%20management%202019.pdf
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Regional-Plans/Far-West
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/project/9826
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/shared-drupal-s3fs/master-test/fapub_pdf/_R15/Wentworth%20DCP%202011.pdf
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/shared-drupal-s3fs/master-test/fapub_pdf/_R15/Wentworth%20DCP%202011.pdf
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/EPI/2011/684/full
https://www.wentworth.nsw.gov.au/f.ashx/Wentworth_DCP.pdf
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