Transgrid

People. Power. Possibilities.

VNI West
Community Consultative Group

Meeting 10 7 03 July 2025
Wanganella




Official

Transg I"I d Sl

Acknowledgement of Country

We would like to acknowledge the
Wiradjuri, Wamba Wamba, Perrepa
Perrepa and Yorta Yorta people as the
custodians of the lands and waters on
which we meet today.

We pay respect to Elders past and
present.




Agenda

Time Agenda item Time allocated Presenter

9:4517 10:00 Morning tea 15 mins
Welcome
10:007 10:15 A Acknowlt_edgement of Country 15 mins Brendan Blakeley
A Introductions
A Housekeeping and review of previous minutes
10:157 11:15 What are you hearing? 60 Mins Brendan Blakeley
Project Directords updat e
11:157 11:35 A Property update 50 mins Colin Mayer
A Environment update
A Community benefits update
11:357 12:35 EIS orientation and overview 60 mins Jarryd Barton / Geoff Hudson
12:3571 12:50 EIS exhibition schedule 15 mins Nathan Menser
12:50 - 1:00pm Wrap up and close 10 Mins Brendan Blakeley

Transg rid

Official



Review of Meeting 09
Minutes and action items
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Official



Action items

il

Agendaitem _|Deseripton ________________________________________|Responsible

1. Welcome

2. What are
you hearing?

3. Project
Update

Official

ACTION: Stakeholder engagement heat map

ACTION: Firefighting training video

ACTION: Details on insurance implications for landowners (from previous meeting)
ACTION: Copy of Slides from Meeting 02 re: firefighting

QoN: Are compensation assessments extended to aerial businesses?

ACTION: Update on Indigenous involvement in Social Impact Assessment
ACTION: Send Landscape Character & Visual Assessment guidelines to CCG
ACTION: Refined photomontages; live examples from project

Comment: Biodiversity offsets

QoN: Does the removal of vegetation on the easement change the carbon status applied to
the easement?

ACTION: WMLIG to share details with Transgrid on hairy nose wombat translocation

QoN: Water usage: Will there be restrictions on irrigators during peak water use?

ACTION: Provide overview / recap of CCG activities

Nathan Menser

Transgrid
Secretary
Secretary
Ben Doran
Geoff Hudson
Secretary
Transgrid

Geoff Hudson
Geoff Hudson
Roger Knight

Geoff Hudson

Nathan Menser

Slide 6

Not yet public [on notice]
Emailed / closed
Emailed / closed
Response

Response

Emailed / closed

Slide 7

Response

Response

Response

Slide 10



Action items

Stakeholder mapping

Project approval authority DPHI, DCCEEW

Government (Elected Officials - Federal) Bowen, Ley, Davey, McCormack

Government (Elected Officials T State) Sharpe, Dalton, McGirr

Government (Agencies i Federal) AEIC, DAFF

Government (Agencies i State) DCCEEW, EPA, EnergyCo, TINSW, RFS, WaterNSW, CBC

Local councils Murrumbidgee, Edward River, Murray River, Wagga Wagga

Local services and utilities Essential Energy, Telstra, Optus, Vodafone, Starlink

Renewable Energy Developers Origin Energy, Spark Renewables, RES Group

Community Landholders, Community groups, Environmental groups, businesses, NSW Farmers, RDA
Traditional Owners and other Aboriginal Groups LALCs, Yarkuwa, Mutthi Mutthi, Wamba Wamba, and more; plus 43 individual RAPs
Consumer representatives and advocacy groups TAC, EWON, ICN

Energy regulator / operator AEMO, AER, TCV

Media Local media outlets, Social media
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Photomontage

Recap of last meeting

5. Edward River: Views southwest towards the river crossing
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Photomontage detail - cropped to about 50mm focal length
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Photomontage

EnergyConnect field photos
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Photomontage

EnergyConnect field photos
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Recap on CCG activity

Recap:
Meeting 1:

Priorities

Protection of TSRs

Preservation of cultural and environmental values
Concern for health impact and bushfire risk

Minimise disruption to rice farming and agricultural assets
Transparency in planning processes and access to public
submissions

Understanding the EIS process

To o o Do Do Do

Future topics for presentation

Bushfire risk and mitigation

Social legacy

Property restrictions

Community engagement process

Smaller airstrips and corridor-level constraints

10

Discussion

Corridor adjustments: avoid Moulamein, minimise
water crossings

Enhancing community engagement

Inputs to update route selection criteria for corridor
assessment

Biodiversity offsets

Meeting minutes

o o o Io T

Attendance

13 of 16 members attended.

9 Transgrid representatives i 4 of whom are in the
room today.
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Recap on CCG activity

General:

Route issues : Corridor and route refinement process; inputs into Transgrid process; concerns for VNI West in Victoria and
overall project justification; biodiversity; cultural heritage.

Social Legacy opportunities : Roads, telecommunications, bushfire management, biodiversity, housing, long-term services,
equitable spend across alignment, cross-Council coordination

Engagement : Il nfl uence on engagement | ocations; appreciation of =c

Landholder insight : Compensation clarity, financial / tax implications, fairness in negotiations, management on-property;
landholder uncertainty during route selection; succession planning.

Cumulative impact : Calling out interfaces between VNI West, EnergyCo South West REZ, Renewable projects; the need for
coordinated government support.

Understanding the EIS : Technical report sessions at CCG Meetings 07 & 08.
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What are you hearing?

Brendan Blakeley

Transgrid
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Project update

Colin Mayer
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Project update

Victoria to New South Wales Interconnector West /
(VNI West) (NSW)
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=
Substation EIS EIS Land
package : development: Exhibition: access:
Request for Tender on SEARs consistency Audust 2025 First in-principle
Substation and assessment in J agreement for land
network upgrade Ao (details later in slide pack) access secured.
(Line 51) work to be

Issued to market Official lodgement of

mid-July 2025. 24 July 2025.
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Transmission Company Victoria

VNI West in Victoria

On Monday 30 June 2025, TCV announced an updated construction timeline,
resulting in a delay of two years, to November 2030.

According to TCV, this updated ti mel
construction assumptionso, all owing
geotechnical and cultural assessments, along with more meaningful
| andhol der engagement on access and
TCV has also launched a Land Easement and Access Package (LEAP) to be
delivered to directly affected landholders along the proposed corridor.

ﬁhis LEAP is an equivalent to combining Tr a n s @on'sedt@osEnterAccesh
agreement, the Section 10A Option Deed and Property Management Plan.

Regarding a two-year delay in Victoria, Transgrid remains committed to
completing the environmental approvals and property negotiations required for
project planning under the NSW EIS approvals framework, and is working to

identify a prudent and efficient solution to deliver the full interconnection
Qansmission with Victoria. /
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MEDIA RELEASE

VNI West updated construction timeline coincides with
release of new Land Easement and Access Package

Updated VNI West construction timeline shared with landholders

Transmission Company Victoria (TCV) has today advised landholders that the expected completion date for
the VNI West transmission project is shifting from 2028 to late 2030.

TCV Spokesperson, Claire Cass, said the updated timeline reflects revised planning, design and
construction assumptions for one of Victoria’s most significant energy infrastructure projects.

“The new construction completion target allows more time for detailed environmental, geotechnical and
cultural assessments, along with more meaningful landholder engagement on access and easement
arrangements,” Ms Cass said.

“We know this updated timeline may be frustrating, but we're committed to working with landholders
respectiully and providing the support they need to consider what is best for them, their properties, and
farming or business operations.

“While the timeline has shifted, the critical purpose of VNI West remains the same - to deliver the
infrastructure needed to keep Victoria's lights on and help put downward pressure on electricity prices,”
she said.

Land Easement and Access Package Delivery

The timeline update coincides with the upcoming release of the VNI West Land Easement and Access
Package, which will be delivered directly to landholders along the proposed corridor.

From today, Landholder Liaisons will begin contacting landholders in the project easement 10 arrange in-
person discussions and to personally deliver the package. Support will be tailored to meet each
landholder's needs — whether that's help reviewing the package in detail, or advice on accessing
independent professional advice.
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Property update

Transgrid




Property Update

A All formal Offer Letters issued to directly affected landowners:

A February / March 2025: Dinawan to NSW/VIC Border
(Section 10A)

A July 2025 : Line 51 (Wagga) i letter issued under
commercial terms, as Transgrid will work within an
existing easement on property.

A Negotiations commenced in accordance with the Just Terms ,
& ff?ﬂ:."'f,“.ﬁ.‘fg&\‘

A Landholders are generally engaged  across the project.

A Transgrid can advise it is receiving advisory on valuations
from | andowner 0s .Traasprideoseesnt at i ves
reasonable fees for landholders in seeking legal and valuation
advice.
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Environment update

Transgrid




Biodiversity: Farm Management EOI

Concord property

A A number of Indigenous businesses / Registered
Aboriginal Parties have provided tender documentation
for farm management (Indigenous Land Management).

A Transgrid is assessing these tenders.




Community investment
and benefits update
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EOI initiatives received and potentials

EQOIs received to date:
A Mallan Hall Refurbishment

A Country University Centre (Deniliquin & Finley)
A Ironbark Workforce Development Initiative
A

Deniliquin LALC youth program

Regional initiatives being investigated:
A Telecommunications / weather monitoring & fire detection systems.

Road infrastructure upgrades.

Legacy housing.

A
A Community energy projects and micro-grids.
A
A

Local workforce development & training.

Transg riud.
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Industry engagement

Collaboration with EnergyCo and SW REZ Generators + NSW Dept Primary Industries & Regional Development

1. Mapping funding timelines and target communities / locations;
2. Lining up community engagement activities to reduce consultation fatigue;

3. Working together on social legacy initiatives.
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Geography & investment regions
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* Deniliquin e

Legend
+ Dinawan Energy Hub (battery, solar, wind)

+ Pottinger Energy Park (solar, wind)
+ Yanco Delta Wind Farm
+ Bullawah Wind Farm

— Project EnergyConnect Federation
— Victoria NSW Interconnector West 2o
{__| South-West Renewable Energy Zone
Albury
Transgrid
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Community benefits & investment submission timeline

Consultation via organised sessions or direct contact
with project team.

Assess feedback and identify priority investment areas.

Release Interim Feedback Report.

Expressions of Interest for social legacy initiatives
open for submissions (online form & FAQS).

Development, assessment & refinement of initiatives in
consultation with all relevant stakeholders.

Social Legacy Activity Plan with costed initiatives is
refined for inclusion in the submission to the AER.

Project Application submitted to the AER (CPA2)*

24

August i December

2024

Qtr 1 2025

May 1 July 2025

Aug 1 Dec 2025

Qtr 1 2026

Qtr 2 2026

*Indicative time for a decision by
the AER is 6 months.
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Community information
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Transgrid website I Community section T Network inspections

https://www.transgrid.com.au/community/network-inspections-and-maintenance-near-you/

-
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https://www.transgrid.com.au/community/network-inspections-and-maintenance-near-you/

