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Introduction

Acknowledging Country and your input What changes are covered
We recognise the ongoing connection of Aboriginal people to Country, Potential impacts to Aboriginal and cultural heritage were assessed as
and the cultural, spiritual and historical significance of the land across part of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

the VNI West project area. Since the EIS was exhibited, we've undertaken further work to reassess

We also thank Traditional Owners, Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPS), impacts and respond to feedback received.
Local Aboriginal Land Councils and community members who have shared

knowledge, feedback and perspectives throughout planning to date. A Revised Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report has been

prepared to assess whether the proposed amendments and refinements
. . . would result in any changes to the predicted impacts described in the
What'’s included in this fact sheet EIS, and whether any changes to mitigation measures are required.

Many of the areas where we work hold cultural heritage values shaped The revised report includes:

by thousands of years of custodianship.
v Hned Y ! ! P e Updated Aboriginal heritage database searches

Protecting these values is an important part of how we plan, design and o n ) ) )
deliver projects. Additional Aboriginal heritage field surveys and test excavations
e Development of a revised methodology in consultation

VNI West is a proposed new 500 kV double-circuit overhead ; )
with Heritage NSW.

transmission line that will connect the electricity networks in New South

Wales (NSW) and Victoria. What this has enabled:

This fact sheet is an overview explaining how potential impacts to e Reassessment of potential
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage have been reassessed following the impacts across the amended
project amendments®. project footprint

e Testing of potential
Where planning has progressed to archaeological deposits
(PADs) in areas not
previously assessed due
to land access restrictions

Since the public exhibition of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
in August 2025, Transgrid has further refined the project based on
community and stakeholder feedback, as well as ongoing design and
technical requirements. e Arevised assessment report
that reflects additional

These proposed amendments and refinements have been assessed in X X
consultation and input.

an Amendment Report submitted to the NSW Department of Planning,
Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) alongside a Submissions Report
responding to issues raised during the EIS exhibition period.

*For more information on Aboriginal Heritage, refer to Chapter 6 of the Figure 1: Example of a likely modified
Amendment Report or Technical Paper 2 - Revised Aboriginal Cultural Heritage tree in the eastern end of amended
Assessment Report. project footprint
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Changes to Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment since the EIS

The table below compares the assessment presented in the EIS with the updated assessment following project refinements:

What was presented in the EIS What has been updated as part of the Amendment Report
Assessment of potential Aboriginal The Revised Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report reflects the amended project
cultural heritage impacts associated and revised assessment methodology.

T e Ereieet e et This included updated Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS)

searches, additional field survey and test excavations and additional consultation with RAPs
and Heritage NSW.

Field survey and test excavation to We've completed additional field survey and test excavations since the EIS, improving our
identify Aboriginal sites and PADs. understanding of Aboriginal heritage values and archaeological potential across the amended
project footprint.

Survey coverage has increased from 66% at the time of the EIS to 87% for the amended project
footprint, representing all areas where access was available.

Aboriginal sites and PADs that may be The impact assessment has been updated to reflect the amended project footprint.
impacted by construction and operation

) We will continue to identify opportunities to avoid and minimise impacts through design
of the project. Y opP P 9 9

development and construction planning.

Note: The impact assessment is considered a worst-case scenario and is based on impacts
occurring throughout the entire amended project footprint. This assessment aims to develop
an understanding of the nature of potential impacts and retain a level of flexibility during
design refinement.

Mitigation measures to avoid, minimise Mitigation measures have been updated to reflect feedback from Heritage NSW, including
and manage impacts to Aboriginal heritage. updated approaches for surveys in unsurveyed areas, testing of PADs and management of
heritage sites.

Consultation with RAPs, Local Aboriginal We've continued engagement with RAPs, LALCs and AFG members since the exhibition of the
Land Councils (LALCs) and Aboriginal Focus EIS, which included consultation on the Draft Revised Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment
Groups (AFGSs) as part of the Aboriginal Report in May-June 2026, with discussion at Aboriginal Focus Group meetings held in May 2026.

heritage assessment process.

What this means for cultural heritage and the project

e Survey coverage has increased, improving understanding of
heritage values across the project area

e Additional assessment provides more detailed information on
potential impacts

e Updated mitigation measures reflect feedback from Heritage
NSW and consultation with Indigenous stakeholders.

We will continue to look for opportunities to avoid and minimise
impacts through design and construction planning.

Figure 2: Landscape located on a flat treeless plain about 480 metres north of a
non-perennial waterway (Delta Creek).

How we’re working together

e We'll continue to engage with RAPs, LALCs, Traditional Owners and What happens next
Indigenous stakeholders via AFGs and other meeting discussions.

The VNI West (NSW) EIS, Amendment Report, and Submissions
Report have been submitted to the NSW DPHI for review before a

determination is made.

e This includes consultation on various management plans
for the delivery phase of the project, and opportunities for
social legacy initiatives.

If approved, the NSW Minister for Planning and Public Spaces will issue
the Conditions of Approval for construction and operation of VNI West
(NSW). The Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, Energy,
the Environment and Water and the Commonwealth Minister for the
Environment and Water will also review the determination and decide
whether to grant approval, including any additional conditions.
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Get in touch R, 1800 955 588 (free call)
4 vniw@transgrid.com.au

If you have questions or would like more X N
@ transgrid.com.au/vniw

information, please get in touch.
We're committed to keeping you informed <Z VNI West (NSW) Project Team, Want to stay updated?

and are available if you have questions. PO BOX A1000, Sydney South, NSW 1235 To learn more about upcoming
consultations and explore more
information on VNI West in NSW,
Privacy statement: Transgrid recognises the importance of privacy and protecting the personal information it holds, uses and discloses in line with the Privacy Act. please visit transgrid.com.au/vniw
It is committed to protecting personal information and handling personal information responsibly and in accordance with its obligations. or scan the QR code.
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